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dhe Progrefs of Cheiftianity in she East-Inpies 
finife'd. 


LONG with this Letter there came another from 

the fame Miffionaries, dated December 31. 1741. 

w acquaint the Society with theState of their A/i/- 

fron, and the Chriftian Religion, in thofe Parts ; 

which is as follows, viz. ** That their Congregations were 

enereafed, the Svenea with 16, and the Malaberian of 

the Town, with 117 Scud: ; including 17 that had been in- 

ftruéted and chriftened on thatSide of Cape.Comorin, by Mr. 

Walther, one of their Brethren, on board the Danifh Ship, 

when he was going back for Europe.’” ‘* Thatto the Aia- 

laberian Congregation in the Country, 103 were added ; fo 
that the whole Increafe for that Year was 236 Souls.”* 

Thefe new Augmentations, added to all furmer Accounts 
from the Beginning of the Miffion, make up a Number of 
5959 Souls ; whereof there remained alive 3766 at the End 
of the Year 1740. The AMlalatarian School at prefent con- 


fiflsof -------+-+ e+e +e eee 82 Boys, 

and --- +++ ++ ee ee eee eee 57 Gu. 
The Portuguese (befides 5 Boys and 5 

Girls from abroad) of - - - ~- - - - 15 Boys, 

and --+ +--+ +e - ee ee tM eee 837 Guts; 


Maintained with all Neceffaries by Benefac- —_—- 
tions from Europe ; ve > owl all 172 Children. 
That the Children of the Afa ian School had takenP of- 


feffion of the new Buildings: and that one great Defign of 
this School was to bea — for Adimifters, Schoolmafters 
aod 
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and Catechi/ts,among the Natives ; as the moft likely human 
Means to propagate the Chriftian Religion th thofe Parts.” 

‘© That by Leave of the Collage at Copenbagen they had, 
28th December, ordained Diego, a Man of an excellent Cha- 
sacter, to be a Prieff ; becaule Aaron was now infirm, and 
not able to perform the Duties of a Miniffer to fo large a 
Congregation.” * That as to their Printing thisYear,they 
had got a new Edition of a fmall Treatife, called The Way to 
Salvation, in the Malabar Tongue ; which was all they 
could do, becaufe of a Scarcity of Paper, except two or three 
Sheets in the Portuguefe Bible. That the Printing of the 
Portuguefe Old Teflament was very earneftly defired by the 
Dutch Minifters at Batavia.” 


‘© That the Heidelbergh Catechi/m in the Singalean Tone , 
had been printed at Ceylon; and the Goetaeeeding ia 


Matthew in the Malabarjgn, iat Language being used in 
the North of « —_— 


ger? sete “Phat the Reverend Mr. Cramer, who alone knew the 


Malabarian Language, being dead ; and Mr. Wet/elius, who 
alone knows the Singalean, being old ; there is Occafion for 
more Mini/hers in po J ** 6 That the Reverend Mr. 
Aguiar, who had lived ten Years as a Proteftant Miffionary 
at Collicatta in Bengal, was appointed Portugue/e Preacher at 
Columbo, and other Places of Ceylon.”’ 

‘© That at Batevia there was a great Want of Portugue/e 
and Malayan Preachess, by Reafon feveral were lately de- 
ceafed,”” ‘* That Mr. Sichterman, the Dutch Direétor at 
Houghly in Bengal, greatly withing a Proteftant Miffion 
might be eftablifhed at Callicatta, had promifed to give any 
Miffionaries all the Liberty and Encouragement in the Dutch 
Territories that lay in his Power.’’ 

They then give a brief Account of fome Troubles in the 
Kingdom of Tanjour; and that Mr. Obuch, in Company 
with Mr. Widebrock, having travelled to Nagapatnam, and 
fetched a fimall Compafs farther into the Country, preaching 


theGofpel,had got a Hurt in one of his Legs, but was happily 


recovered ; though after a Confinement of three Quarters ot 
a Year to his Bed. - They conclude with hearty Prayers and 
Withes to Gop for the Society, and a Bleffing on all 
their Defigns. 
However, after this they favour’d the Society with afhort 
Notice, on Fed. 5. 1741. of their receiving all the Letters, 

with 
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cites from England: and of their daily expe&- 
al whatever had been fent thence for the feveral 
india. 


“ refponding Members have given their Opinions 
: : concerning the Miffion, which have been taken 

‘ ; te ideration by the Society ; after 
‘ { which pa Anfwers were fent, (in Purfuance of their 
d expre(s Orders and Direétions) to all thefe Letters, by the 
* |“ Heatheots, Captain Fouathan Cape, now bound to Fort St. 
d ; George, ther with the Things defired by the Miffionaries, 
j and the ufug) Prefents andRemittances to them ; particularly 


o Reams of Printing Paper tor Tranguebar, the Miffionaries 
Pies being] fo good as to fupply what Books are wanting at 
. ° A Cudulore, or in the Dutch Settlements. Several 
5 ee Tivzen of Pafteboards and Skins of Vellum, forBookbinding, 


t?. have been alfo fent : and for the better Security of the 


. faid Goods and Money againft any Accident in the Voyage, 

. they have been all infured. By the continued Favour like- 
’ : wife of the Direétors of the Eaft India Company, to fo Chrif- 
P tian and Charitable a Defign, all thefeRemittances in Goods 
' ; and Money went Freight-free ; for which the Society defire 


thofe Gentlemen to accept of their heartieft Thanks, in pub 
lic Teftimony of their Gratitude. 


Palefline, Syria, Mefopotamia, Arabia, and Egypt. 


N the Year 1720, the Society extended their Regard to 
the Greet Church in Palefline, Syria, Mefopotamia, Arabia, 
and Egypt. To this End they publithed Propofals for Prin- 
ting here, with a new Set of Types, the New-Teffament and 
Pfalter, in Arabick : and were enabled, by the Bleffing of 
Gop, on the Recommendation of the Bithops, joined to 
the Charity and Zeal of their own Members, to procure an 
Edition of above 6000 P/alters, and10,0c00Teffament:, as alio 
of 5000 Catechetical Infiru€tions, with an Abridgment of the 
Hiijfiory of the Bible annexed in Arabick ; at fo large an Ex- 
pence as theSum of 2976/. 1f. 6d. HalfPenny,to whichHis 
LATEMAyjEstTy wasa bountiful Contributor, by a gracious 
Benefation of Five Hundred Pounds ; 5668 P falters, 2682 
New Teflaments, and 2220 Catechetical Inflruétions, with the 
Abridgement aforcfaid, have been already fent to thofe Parts ; 
or into Perfia, by means of vee ee in 1 or 
2 whic 
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-which were moft thankfully receiv’d ; and the reft are refer- 


ved to be fent as Occafion thal! offer. 


Salizburgh and Georgia. 
In the Beginning of the Year 1732, the Society, when 


‘they heard the melancholly Account of the Sufferings of the 


Proteftants in Saltzburg, (having firft obtained nis Ma- 


Jest y’s Leave) refolv’d upon doing all that lay in their 


Power to raife Colleétions for their perfecuted Brethren. To 
this End, in Fune the fame Year, they publifhed, 4a Ac- 
count of the Sufferings of the per fecuted Proteftants in the Arch- 
bifboprick of Saltzburgh, &c. and afterwards publifhed, 4 
further Account of their Sufferings, &c. with an Extrac? of 
the Journals of M. Von Reck, the Commiffary of the fir? 
Tranfport of Saltzburgers to Georgia ; and of the Miniffers 
that accompanied them thither, 1733. Thefe Accounts being 
enforced by the generous Example of many noble and hon- 
ourable Perfons, as alfo by liberal Contributions, and earneft 
Exhortations from the Right Reverend the Bifhops, and their 
Clergy ; had, through Gon’s Bleffing, fo good an Effect 
upon the Minds of charitable and well difpofed Chriftians of 
everyRank andDenomination, that the Society (befides mak- 
ing many largeRemittances toGermany ) have been enabled to 
fend over to the Engli/h Colony inGeorgia, in theYears 1733, 
1734, 1735, and 1741, Four Tranfports, confifting of more 
than two Hundred Proteftant Emigrants,chiefly Saltzburgers ; 
who, with two Miffionaries and a Schoolmaffer, are fettled by 
themfelves at Ebenezer ; where Lands are affigned to them 
by the Tru/fees for eftablifhing the faid Colony: And the 
Society are informed by Letters of the 15th of March, 
17 38,9, that they are well pleafed with theHealthinefs of the 
Climate, and the Fruitfulnefs of their Plantations. 

The great Expence of thefe Tranfports, and the many ex- 
traordinary Charges that have been neceflary for the Support 
and Encouragement of this Infant Settlement ; together with 
100/. a Year as a Salary for their two Miffionaries and 
Schoolmafter, . have fo far reduced the Charities belonging to 
this Branch of the Society’s Defigns, that they have no- 
thing left now to anfwer any future Wants and Contingen- 
cies; excepting 2500/. New South Sea Annuities, which 
have been purchaled as a ftanding Fund for paying the afore- 

faid 
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{aid Annual Salary to the Miffionaries and Schoolmafter, tith 
fome certain and fettled Provifion can be: made for them in 
Georgia ; but for Particulars the Society refer themfelves to 
their Books of Receipts and Difburfements on this Account, 
which may be infpected gratis by any Perfon calling on their 
Secretary, at their Houfe in Bartlett’s Burldings, London ; of 
which, two Extraéts have been already publifhed, and dif 
perfed among the Benefacters to this excellent Charity, with 
the Thanks of the Society, and their Prayers thatGop would 
eternally reward fo great and feafonable an Inftance of Chrif- 
tian Beneficence, as had been miniftred on this Occafion to 
perfecuted Prote/tants,when driven out of their nativeCountry, 
under the moft pitiable Circumftances of Diftrefs. 

{Thus far the Society's Accounts.} 





. — 


Our Readers may remember, that in our Numbers 18, 
19, we gave [ome Extracts from ihe reverend and fa- 
meus Mr. Corbet.and Baxter, reprefenting in true and 
lively. Colours, she Enmity of the World to the Power 
ot Godhnefs.,; with the bitter Reproaches, Calumnies, 
Slanders, and other various Ways in which the ungodly 
do continually perfecute and worry the Promoters of it. 
From the Obfervations made by thofe eminently pious and 
learned Men in their Day, about 70 Years ago, from 
their own Experience, as well as the fimilar Sufferings 
of oibers about them ; we may run up to the earlyAges 
of the Chrittian Religion, and fee the fame malignant 
Spirit aéting both agains our BLESSED Saviour, who 
was ibe moft innocent and beneficent Perfon that ever 
was in the World, and bis Apoftles after bim. The 
bigheft Innocence and the moft aétive Beneficen e were no 
Proteétion ,; but inftead of atiraéting the Love of the 
World,excited its unrelenting Enmity & Rage againft them. 
The /potle/s Jesus was called and treated as a Wine- 
Bibber, ¢ Companion of Sinners, as baving Communion 
withDevils,£9 asa felfilhworldly-minded,crafty and vile 
Deceiver. The bolyApoftles, as the Filth & Off fcour- 
ing of all Things, Movers of Sedition, peftilentFellows, 
and 
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and not fit to live in.tbeWorld: And noWonder then that 
the other primitive Chriftians were treated like them. 

But conclu dig our Readers acquainted with theScrip- 
ture Hiftory , we fball give them a Tafte of the fame 
evil avd calumnious Spirit afing againf the Followers 
of Curist about 200 Years pp the Apoftles Days, 
and this not only among tbe vulgar People, but even a- 
mong. the polite and learned of the City of Rome itfelf , 
as reprefented by Minucius Felix, an excellent Writer 
who lived there in. thofe Times. Under the Name of 
Czecilius, @ Roman Gentleman of fuperior Wit and 
Knowledge, be reprefents the odious Characters then 
commonly given the Chriftians ; and which we prefent 
eur Readers m-Mr. rherratn’s --Franfiation, im the 
following Terms. 


F the Athenians banifh’d from their Country one Prota- 
goras, becaufe he rais’d difputes about the Gods (though he 
did it rather in a philofophical and inquifitive, than profane 
Way) and caus’d his Writings to be publickly burnt ; hall 
we fuffer Aden [he means the Chri/fians] (pray give me 
Leave in the Heat of Difcourfe to fpeak out my Mind 
freely) Ifay, fhall we fuffer Men of an unlawful, infamous 
and defperate Faéfion, without fear of Punifhment to attempt 
againft the Gods ; and gathering together a Company of /illy 
and ¢ynorant People, efpecially PYomen, who by Reafon of 
the Weaknefs and Credulity of their Sex, are eafily deceiv’d 
and impos’d upon ; train them up to a wicked Confederacy, 
or rather Confpiracy ; into which they are not initiated by 
any holy Rites, but by émpious Crimes practis’d in their 
Night-Conventicles, folemn Fafis, and horrid and inbumane 
Feajis ? Thefe are the People that fculk in the Dark, and 
flee the Light, who are mute in. publick, and full of chat 
in thi: private Affemblies. They with Horror and Difdain 
look upon our Temples as polluted Graves ; they {pit at our 
Gods, deride our Ceremonies, and pity others, whilft them- 
felves are moft of all to be pitied. Thev flight the Dignities 
of Prighhoed, and contemn the facred Purple, whilft them- 
felves have fcarceCloaths to.cover their own Nakednefs ; and 
out of a range Madacfs and unheard-ofBuldnes, they he 
nothing 
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nothing of prefenit Torments, whilft they are ftrangely fear- 
ful of uncertain futare Miferies. Nay, thé very Fear of 
dying after Death makes t'iem fearlefs of Death ; fo pow- 
erful an afcendant groundlefs Fears, and the falfe Hopes 
wherewith they flatter and comfort themfelves,have got over 
their Spirits. And in the mean Time; 2 Weeds fprin 
fafte(t, and ill Habits daily entreafe more and more ; fo this 
pernicious and accurfed Sef? every Day waxing ftronger and 
{preading itfelf throughout the World, it is bue Reafon that a 
timely Care be taken for its total Extirpation and Suppreffion. 
By fecret Signs and Tokens they know one another, and 
their mutual Love almoft anticipates their K c. 
They make their Luff a Part of their Religian ;' and fo much 


doth the foolifh and mad Superftition of thefe People glory 
‘in their Crimes, that they promifcuoufly call one another 


Brothers and Sifters, and by this feeming holy Compel- 
lation: make filthy Jncef? of that which ctherwife were 
but fimple Fornication: Which Wickedne/s of theirs is fo 
much noi’d abroad in the. World, that the Truth thereof 
cannot Well be quzftion’d ; no more than that other Repor} 
which goes of them, viz. That by a ‘mad Superftition 
they worfbip the Head of that vile Animal [ an 44]? 
Which indeed is a. Sart of Worfhip very fuitable t6 
their Lives and Manners. They are alfo faid to pay 4 
reat Veneration to the privy Parts of: their Priefs, as. 
f they meant to adore the ‘Genitals of their ghoitly Fa- 
thers. Now’ whether thefe Reports’ be true ‘or falfe, 1 
Will not take upon me abfolutely ‘to: determine. But 
their Nodfurnal Ceremonies and conceal’d Devotions feem 
to be fufficient Arguments to petfuade the Truth of 
them ; and they who tell us that they Worfhip A Man 
who was crucified for his Villanies, and that the Wood 
of a CrofS conftitutes a great: Part oftheir Devotion, do 
worthily attribute to them Altars fuitable to their Crimess 
by making them to adore what they deferve. 

Moreover the Ceremony they obferve upon admitting any 
to their Religion is no lefs horrible than notorious. A 
Child cover’d all over with Pafte ( for to conceal the 
Murther he is defigned for) is fet before the new Pro- 
felyte, who, by their Command, ftrikes his Knife many 
Times into it, until the Blood run down apace from 
all Parts, which by them is as greedily fuck’dup; and 

this 
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this time is made the Pledge and Suret 
for their Si i. and Secrecy. Thefe are their Sabrifices 
which aré worfe than all Sacriledges. 
_ As to their Feafs, they are but too well known ; 
concerning which our Cirthenfian Ofator tells us in his 
Speech,, that om a certain Day ( folemnly appointed for 
that Purpofe), they aflemble themfelves all together, both 
Men, Women, Children, Brothers, Sifters, and in a 
Word, People of all Ages, Conditions and Sexes ; and 
after they have eaten and drunk to excefs, and that 
the Heat of the Wine and Meat begins to kindle their 
Blood and. provoke their Luft, they caft a Morfel to a 
Dog, -who is ty’d to a Candleflich, fo far out of his Reach, 
that in ftriving to leap at it, he overthrows the Candle- 
ftick, and puts out the Light. So that having thus rid 
themfelves of the only Witnels of their infamous Aions, 
ard taking Boldnefs from fhamelefs Darknefs, they con- 
fufedly mix themfelves together, as it happens , and 
therefore though it may chance fo, that they are not 
all inceftuous in Deed, yet they are all of ’em fo in 
Will and Defign ; fince the Sin adted by any one of 
them is not only confented to, but with’d by the 
whole Company. 

Several other Things of this Nature there are, which 
I purpofely omit, I having already produced but too 
many Infiances of their-Errors. And indeed were 
there nothing elfe againft them but their endeavouring to 
conceal fo much their Myfteries in Obfcurity, it would be 
ie evident Proof of the Truth of all we fay, or at 
feaft of the greateft Part thereof. For why do they fo 
indu@rioully ftrive to hide that which they worfhip ? 
Meft are net afraid to publifh their honelt AGtions ; 


bat fuch as are unjuit they feck to cover with Silence. 


and Privacy. 


[Thas far Crrcilius’s Mi/reprefentation of she primitive 
Chrittians. } 














